The Apostrophe:
	Use an apostrophe in possessive forms:
· Jonathan’s car

· the boy’s ball

· Seattle’s best restaurants

· My sister’s friend


	Some tricky things about possessives:

Word’s that already end in “S” are often given another “S” like this:

· James’s car

· My boss’s wife

But some people will write them with only one “S” like this:

· James’ car

· My boss’ wife

Both ways are acceptable, but the first is most common.

(NOTE:  we always pronounce these as if they have MORE than one “S”—we say: “James-es car, my boss-es wife”)

In a plural possessive with an “S” at the end of the word, you should put the apostrophe AFTER the “S”:

· We need to meet all of our clients’ needs.

· Both of our dogs’ tails were wagging.

· The girls’ papers were left in the classroom.

· The Sieverts’ house is at the end of the street.

BUT in words that are naturally plural without an “S”, then you need to add an “S” to show possession, and the apostrophe goes before the “S”.  For example:

· The children’s toys were all over the house.

· The women’s restroom is down the hall.



	We also use an apostrophe to show the plural of numbers and letters:

· It happened in the 1950’s

· How many n’s are in Cincinnati?



	And, of course, we use apostrophes to show missing letters or numbers in contractions or dates:

· cannot=> can’t

· do not=> don’t

· they have=> they’ve

· 1992=> ‘92

· 2012=> ‘12




Possessive pronouns do NOT need an apostrophe

For example:
	theirs
	Does this computer belong to you?  No, it’s theirs.

	hers
	My hair is brown, but hers is blond.

	yours
	I don’t have an umbrella. Can I borrow yours?

	ours
	This car is ours.

	its
	The lion is licking its lips.


People are often confused by:  its vs. it’s and whose vs. who’s 
	its is a possessive pronoun
	During the windstorm, the house was damaged.  Its roof got a big hole!

	it’s is a contraction:
it is or it has
	It’s going to be a hot day today. (it is)

It’s been sunny for so many days in a row. (it has)

	
	

	whose is a possessive adjective
	Do you know whose bag this is?  No, I don’t know whose it is.  

	who’s is a contraction:
who is or who has
	Who’s going to the park with us this afternoon? (who is)

He’s the one who’s been calling me every afternoon. (who has)


Practice with apostrophes!  Add all the missing apostrophes to the sentences below:

1)  I cant go with you to Melanies house.

2) Lets go to the Rowlands party over the weekend.

3) I dont think my dads hat will fit me.

4) The girls bathing suits were hanging on the line to dry. 

5) The girls bathing suit was hanging on the line to dry.

6) I graduated in 92.

7) I put the dogs bones in the pantry. (2 dogs)

8) I put the dogs bones in the pantry. (1 dog)

9) Im going to my friends house to work on homework.

10) Janes clothes are always in style.

11) James clothes are always in style.

12) The childrens toys were scattered all over the playroom.

Practice with apostrophes:  Answers
1)  I can’t go with you to Melanie’s house.

2) Let’s go to the Rowlands’ party over the weekend.

3) I don’t think my dad’s hat will fit me.

4) The girls’ bathing suits were hanging on the line to dry. 

5) The girl’s bathing suit was hanging on the line to dry.

6) I graduated in ‘92.

7) I put the dogs’ bones in the pantry. (2 dogs)

8) I put the dog’s bones in the pantry. (1 dog)

9) I’m going to my friend’s house to work on homework.

10) Jane’s clothes are always in style.

11) James’ clothes are always in style. (or James’s)
11) The children’s toys were scattered all over the playroom.

